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HANDS-ON EDUCATION IN WESTVIEW’S WOODS
The 8th Grade Introduction to 

Agriculture Food and Natural Resources 
(AGFNR) took learning outside the 
walls of Westview with a new maple 
syrup lesson. Students collected close 
to 600 gallons of sap and worked with 
Steven Miller at High Point Maple in 
Shipshewana to process the sap to 
syrup. The process began by tapping 
the trees the first week of February. By 
the time the 8th grade Ag parent night 
rolled around on March 22, the classes 
had enough syrup to serve about 350 
people. The turnout of parents and 
community supporters was impressive. 

While talking about the project, 
Mr. Rich Bender, co-teacher of AGFNR 
said, “I’d like to thank Steven Miller of 
High Point Maple for lending us his 
equipment, processing the sap, and 

working with the school to make this 
project a reality.”

While High Point Maple processed 
the majority of the sap, Intro to AGFNR 
teachers Rich Bender and Morgan 
Alexander wanted to incorporate the 

process into the food science portion of 
the classroom and allowed students to 
cook a portion of the sap during class. 

In the future, the goal is to expand 
the operation and produce more sap 
next year. 

Far left: 
Daniel Yoder 
collecting 
sap from the 
trees outside 
Westview

Left: Andrea Lehman, Lachelle Miller, and Tresa Lambright taking a 
break from making pancakes on parent night.

Left: Alivia Miller
Right: Janie Fry, Emily Bontrager, and Diane Miller make pancakes for the parents

Parents and students enjoying the pancake dinner for 8th Grade Ag Night.

Students 
collected close 
to 600 gallons of 
sap.

The classes had enough syrup to serve about 350 people.

“I’d like to thank 
Steven Miller of 

High Point Maple 
for lending us 
his equipment, 
processing the 

sap, and working 
with the school 

to make this 
project a reality.”

 
— Mr. Rich Bender
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The Hometown Treasure reserves the right to not print any 
submitted advertisement or press release. Refunds for errors 
on advertising shall be limited to the amount paid for the 
first insertion for such advertising.

From the

 Editor

— SUBSCRIPTION RATE —
One Year: $35

— ADVERTISING INFORMATION —

Deadline for June 2023 Issue:
12 noon, Tuesday, May 23
Thursday, May 18 if you need a proof.

June Issue Date is Tuesday, May 31

Discounts for ads running more than once.
Call for details! 260-463-4901
Or email htads@lagwana.com

— ADVERTISING SIZES & RATES —
 Size width x height Rate
 1/12 page  .................. 23/8" x 23/8" ...............$45

 1/6 page (Vertical) .. 23/8" x 47/8"
 or (Horizontal)  . 47/8" x 23/8" ...............$85

 1/3 page (Vertical) .. 23/8" x 97/8"
 or (Square) .... 47/8" x 47/8" ............$160

 1/2 page ................... 73/8" x 47/8" ............$225

 2/3 page ................... 47/8" x 97/8" ............$300

 Full Page* ................... 73/8" x 97/8" ............$400

 Inside Front* ................... 73/8" x 97/8" ............$500

 Inside Back* ................... 73/8" x 97/8" ............$500

 Back Cover* ................... 73/8" x 97/8" ............$600
*Full bleed requested on full page ads. Add 5/8" background to all sides.

Discounts available for print-ready artwork 
and/or for running in multiple issues.

Call or email for a complete media kit.

Other sponsorships available. Call for details.

Community and Traditions
tradition that formed a strong bond 
in the community regarding Handel’s 
Messiah. Even today, we uphold 
traditional events, like the upcoming 
Mayfest Celebration, that allow us to 
continue to connect with each other 
and get involved in our community. 
Be sure to check out the Mayfest 
insert within the issue to get all the 
information about the celebration. 
There are many fun activities planned 
and talented entertainment groups to 
see!

As always, feel free to write us 
to let us know what kinds of articles 
and content you would like to see. 
We love to hear from our readers and 
explore new topics! We’d also love to 
partner with area businesses to bring 
you editorial content that appeals 
to you. Please send your thoughts, 
comments, and recommendations to 
The Hometown Treasure, PO Box 70, 
Shipshewana IN 46565, or email them 
to news@lagwana.com.

Best Wishes,

Chloe Lovell
The Hometown Treasure Editor

I lived in Dayton, Ohio for about 
a year and a half after I graduated 
from college. I love the hustle and 
bustle of big cities and how there are 
always new things to see and places to 
go. Regardless, I have a soft spot for 
the country and I missed quite a few 
things from home. 

I missed driving down the 
backroads I grew up on and seeing 
horses grazing, and I missed being 
able to see the stars at night. More 
importantly, I missed my family and 
my friends. Because of the distance 
and the requirements of my job at the 
time, I was unable to come back for 
special occasions and certain holidays. 
I made some amazing friends in 
Dayton who included me in some of 
the city’s festivities, but even then, I 
struggled to feel at home there. 

I felt a sense of belonging when 
I came back to Shipshewana. It was 
easy to get settled in because I spent 
many years learning the area growing 
up, but even more so because of the 
people here. This community is filled 
with kind and welcoming neighbors; 
maintaining such bonds with our 
friends and neighbors keeps our 
county connected as a whole. 

In the Historical Feature this 
month, Harold describes a past 

The Hometown Treasure
A Monthly Publication by

LaGwana Circulation: 6,000

Serving the towns of Shipshewana, Topeka, & 
the entire Westview School Corporation since 2000.

Mail: P.O. Box 70, Shipshewana, IN 46565
Located at the SE corner of 250N & 850W

Just west of Shipshewana

 Phone: 260-463-4901 • Fax: 260-463-7257  
e-mail: news@lagwana.com

You may call or stop by during office hours:
 Monday - Friday, 8 am-5 pm
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New hours:     Monday-thursday 7 am - 7 pm     Friday & saturday 7 am - 8 pm
Now serving breakfast, lunch & dinner

Thank you to all the customers who have supported our business so far!

& mini golf
(260) 768-8060

10% off breakfast
Tuesday & Wednesday

must have coupon to redeem  *  one per family * May 31, 2023must have coupon to redeem  *  one per famIly * MAY 31, 2023

from 7:00 am - 11:00 am * expires may 31, 2023 from 7:00 am - 11:00 am * expires MAY 31, 2023

Free coffee
with purchase of
cinnamon roll

One Free 2 Liter of pop
with Purchase of 2

16” pizzas
Monday - Thursday

Free small fountain drink
with purchase of

16” Pepperoni or Cheese Pizza 

ADDED TO
MENU

• Paver Patios
• Outdoor Kitchens
• Walkways

• Paver Driveways
• Outdoor Living Spaces
• Plant Beds
• Retaining Walls

• Lawn Installation
• Water Features
• Landscape Lighting

Creating Outdoor Living Spaces
Since 1993

574-825-8873574-825-8873
www.daveslawnscaping.com

Available Locations: Topeka Physicians, Topeka 
and Shipshe Fitness Center, Shipshewana

Dora Martin-Eash, LCSW, LCAC
Mental Health & Addiction Counseling

260-383-2322

Miller’s 
Electrical

Services
Call For A Free Estimate

Eric Miller  260-463-1558
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by Kim Ray Mishler

Th is page sponsored by

YOUR LOCAL CREATIVE SERVICES PROVIDER.
PO Box 70 · Shipshewana, IN 46565 · SE Corner 250N & 850W · P 260-768-7878 · LaGwana.com

Don’t Sink
A sinkhole was discovered in the 

concrete parking lot of a local entity. Th e 

excavator who was called on to repair 

the hole was shocked at his fi ndings. 

Digging 30 by 60 feet wide and some 

9 feet down, it appeared the area may 

have been a burial ground for debris 

from the 1965 tornado. Amongst the 

treasures were an 8,000-pound tree, 

a mangled bicycle, and a trailer hitch. 

Over 58 years, these items began to rot 

and shift. Air pockets formed, causing 

the earth around them to give way, 

concrete and all.

A life lesson stared back at me as I 

stared into that big hole. Debris, buried 

and forgotten for 58 years, had caused 

considerable destruction. I imagine 

the farmer who dug the hole worked 

tirelessly to eliminate every reminder 

of that horrifi c day. Palm Sunday 1965, 

when twin twisters ripped through our 

community, leaving a swath of death 

and destruction. He shoved the debris 

down into the earth and rebuilt his life.

I thought about past “storms” in my 

life and the destruction they have left 

behind. Have I buried that wreckage 

deep into my soul, thinking they will 

no longer harm me, only for them to 

be unearthed later? Or worse yet, do 

I occasionally go back to the hiding 

place and dig them up? Th e bitterness 

I haven’t dealt with, people I haven’t 

forgiven, unhealed wounds of broken 

relationships?

Can you relate? Do you have any 

past hurts that you’ve shoved down 

deep? Th e items in the sinkhole 

eventually wreaked havoc – will our 

hidden pain fi nally do the same in our 

lives? Well, I’m not a psychologist, but 

in my experience, anything 

that I have shoved down 

deep and not dealt with has 

eventually returned to haunt 

me. Why? Because instead of 

learning from it or getting rid 

of it, I have just stored it away 

in my heart for a while.

Sure, it’s diffi  cult to not 

remember hard things that 

happen in life. Th e loss of a loved one, 

fi nancial demise, beating cancer, and 

the list could go on. A friend once told 

me that she can forgive and forget but 

never forgets the lessons she learned 

from the experience. She doesn’t want 

to. Th ose lessons are the fruit that has 

sprouted from the hurt we have planted. 

Th e lessons learned when cleaning up 

the debris from our personal storms are 

what propel us forward into a future 

fi lled with wisdom and hope.

When Israel became stuck between 

the past and the future, God revealed 

himself to them through Isaiah the 

prophet, giving them great hope. He 

says in Isaiah 43:18, “Forget the former 

things, do not dwell on the past. See I 

am doing a new thing! Now it springs 

up; do you not perceive it? I am making 

a way in the wilderness and streams in 

the wasteland.” 

Th is is a great word for me as I 

deal with the junk I have buried and 

refuse the lesson it speaks into my life. 

Dwelling on the former things doesn’t 

do me (or you) any good. Th ey may 

cause us to sink. Let our focus be on the 

hope that springs eternal from the solid 

foundation of Jesus Christ! He is doing 

a new thing! 
Stock Photo
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Building a New House or 
remodeling an Older One?

paint 
+ 

primer
in one

For Interior & Exterior

With Special Discounts!

Free Delivery! 
* See store for details. 

Fuel surcharge may apply

of Topeka

The Helpful Place!
118 N. Main St. • P.O. Box 338 • Topeka, IN 46571

260-593-2212

• Plumbing Supplies

• Galvanized Water Tanks

• Bladder Tanks

• Tub & Shower Units

• Sinks, Toilets, Faucets

• Gas Lines & Fittings

• Housewares

• Hand Tools 

• Power Tools

• Painting Supplies

• Gas Appliances: Water 
Heaters, Furnaces, Heating 
Stoves, Ranges, Refrigerators

• Manabloc Plumbing Systems

• Non- Electric Water 
Conditioners (Softeners)

• Professional Knife Sharpening

We Service Fire 
Extinguishers!

WE HAVE WHAT YOU NEED.WE HAVE WHAT YOU NEED.

LaGrange County’s Only Locally Owned & Operated Ace

Special Discount on Paint & Primer Clark + Kensington interior 
fl at starting at *$26.99.

*Please call for sale and discount information.

W E  A R E  O P E N  T O  S E R V E  Y O U !
N O R M A L  H O U R S  •  A L L  S E R V I C E S
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Smart Choices

Sponsored by

260-593-2252 • 101 N Main. St. • Topeka, IN

By Connie Lehman, RD at Topeka Pharmacy

Functional Foods: More Th an Just Fuel
Th e term “functional foods” has re-

cently been used to categorize foods that 

help create optimal health by decreasing 

the risk of chronic disease development, 

optimizing digestion, decreasing infl am-

mation or improving mental health. 

Some examples follow.

Decrease the Risk of Chronic Disease
Vegetables and Whole Fruits are 

loaded with fi ber, vitamins, minerals 

and antioxidants, many of which have 

important health benefi ts. People who 

eat more vegetables and fruits tend to be 

at lower risk for heart disease, stroke, di-

abetes, certain cancers and obesity, and 

also tend to display better mental health. 

Adding even one or two more servings a 

day would provide health benefi ts.

Whole Grains eaten daily also are 

linked to better heart health and a lower 

risk of developing a stroke or certain can-

cers. Whole grains include whole wheat 

items, rolled oats, quinoa and brown rice.

Fish eaten twice weekly provides 

Omega-3 fatty acids which are important 

in lowering infl ammation in the body, 

improving brain health and decreasing 

the risk of heart disease and stroke.

Optimize Digestion
Fiber in foods provides our digestive 

system with what it needs to func-

tion optimally. Whole grains, Vege-

tables, Whole Fruits and Beans are 

examples of foods high in fi ber. Fiber 

functions to feed the healthy bacte-

ria in the gut and to provide enough 

roughage to avoid constipation.

Cultured and Fermented Foods are 

foods with good bacteria added. Yogurt, 

Kefi r, Kimchi and Kombucha all help in-

crease the healthy levels of good bacteria 

in the gut, called the microbiome. Eating 

functional foods increases the health of 

the microbiome and so provides wellness 

to the whole body.

Decrease Infl ammation
While a healthy diet generally helps 

fi ght infl ammation, there are certain 

foods that make most lists of anti-in-

fl ammatory foods, including berries, 

broccoli, leafy greens, almonds and wal-

nuts, fatty fi sh, green tea, tomatoes and 

dark chocolate. 

Improve Mental Health
Leafy Greens, Fish, Fruits and Vege-

tables have been linked to feeling happier 

with less depression and better thinking 

skills when eaten more frequently. Get-

ting patients to include functional foods 

for mental health is sometimes referred 

to as “nutritional psychiatry.”

Every day we have a choice to eat 

foods that feed our bodies well. Topeka 

Pharmacy is here to help you learn about 

better food choices with our wellness 

program. Call us at 260-593-2252 to fi nd 

out more! 

Blue Gate Restaurant

Kitchen Workers - AM & PM
Pay starts at $16 per hour

Bakery Sales

Servers 
Full-time or Part-time 
Base pay plus tips

Blue Gate Garden Inn
Breakfast Cook 6AM - 11AM

Blue Gate Hospitality

Outside Work
Including weed pulling, flower 
care, and clean up. 
Seasonal with flexible hours.  
Hourly rate based on experience. 

We offer a ride to and from work, 
discounts, and benefits.

Apply on the second floor of the 
Blue Gate Restaurant 
105 E. Middlebury St. 
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Located just 3 miles west of downtown Topeka on CR 700 S, 
watch for our opening in late March (weather permitting).  

260.593.3003 or 574-825-0089

7035 South 900 West • Topeka, IN 
Located 3 miles west of Topeka

260-593-3003

• Mulch: Black, brown & red mulch along with Mushroom 
compost. We also carry decorative stone in bags or bulk. 
Pickup or let us deliver!

• Hanging Flower Baskets: Searching for the perfect Mother’s 
Day gift? Hanging � ower baskets, annuals and vegetable 
starts go a long way!

• Perennials & Shrubs: We have perennials and evergreens 
in all shapes, sizes and colors. Come see our selection and 
enhance your yard and landscape!

We 
Deliver!

Monday - Friday 8am-5pm | Saturday 8am-3pm

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

FDI-1867L-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD
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Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

%
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%
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%
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* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 12/07/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal 
and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
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distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs 
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Financial Advisor

206 South Detroit Street 
Lagrange, IN 46761 
260-463-8473
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9-month
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Steve Weigel, AAMS™
Financial Advisor

206 South Detroit Street
LaGrange, IN 46761
260-463-8473
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Angie Gibson 
Financial Advisor

902 Lincolnway South 
Ligonier, IN 46767 
260-894-9912

Angie Gibson
Financial Advisor

902 Lincolnway South
Ligonier, IN 46767
260-894-9912
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M NEYWise

Th is article was written by Edward Jones 

for use by your local Edward Jones Financial 

Advisor, Sheldon Q Shrock AAMS®, 120 N 

Harrison St, Shipshewana, IN 46565, PH: 

260-768-4348. Edward Jones, Member 

SIPC.

Take Advantage of Higher IRA Limits 
Over the past year, the rising cost 

of living has certainly been challenging. 
But for investors, there’s at least one sil-
ver lining to infl ation: a higher IRA con-
tribution limit. 

IRAs have been around for nearly 
half a century, but they’ve only been 
pegged to infl ation since 2001. Th e 
contribution limit has risen every few 
years since then, with the last increase 
coming in 2019. Now, in 2023, the an-
nual IRA contribution limit has moved 
up from $6,000 last year to $6,500. If 
you’re 50 or older, you can put in up to 
$7,500 a year, up from $7,000 in 2022.

If you’ve already established an au-
tomatic investment plan for your IRA, 
you could consider bumping up your 
payments to accommodate the new, 
higher limits. However, if you can af-
ford it, you may want to fully fund your 
IRA as soon as possible so the money 
can potentially grow throughout 
the year. Th e last day to 
contribute to your 
2022 IRA was 
April 18 of 
this year, 
but you can 
contribute 
to your 
2023 IRA 
any time 
from now 
until April 
15, 2024.

If you hav-
en’t opened an IRA 
yet, you might want 

to do so now to take advantage of the 
higher contribution limits. Depending 
on your situation, you could contribute 
either to a Roth or traditional IRA. Here 
are the basics for each one:

Roth IRA
When you invest in a Roth IRA, 

your earnings and withdrawals are free 
from federal taxes, provided you’ve had 
your account for at least fi ve years and 
you don’t start taking money out until 
you’re 59½ or older. In 2023, you can 
contribute the full amount to a Roth 
IRA if you are single and your modifi ed 
adjusted gross income (MAGI) is less 
than $138,000. Above that amount, 
your contributions will be reduced 
until they are phased out complete-
ly at $153,000. If you’re married and 
fi le jointly, this “phase-out range” is 
$218,000 – $228,000. 

Traditional IRA
Generally, you can invest in a tra-

ditional IRA regardless of 
your income level. 

If you and your 
spouse don’t 

have a 401(k) 
or similar em-
ployer-spon-
s o r e d 
ret i rement 
plan, your 
c o n t r i b u -

tions are 
typically tax de-

ductible. If you or 
your spouse do have 

such a plan, the tax de-

ductibility will depend on your income 
level. But regardless of whether your 
contributions are deductible, your earn-
ings can grow on a tax-deferred basis. 

If you have a choice, which IRA 
should you pick? Th e decision largely re-
volves around this question: Would you 
benefi t more from the traditional IRA 
tax deduction (assuming you qualify for 
it) or the tax-free withdrawals of a Roth 
IRA? And the answer mostly depends 
on whether your tax rate will be higher 
or lower during your retirement. 

If you are confi dent you’ll be in a 
higher tax bracket when you retire, the 
Roth IRA might be the better choice be-
cause of its tax-free withdrawals. But if 
you think you’ll be in a lower tax brack-
et, you might benefi t by taking the up-
front tax breaks of a traditional IRA.

Of course, if you’re still many years 
away from retirement, it can be diffi  cult 
to estimate your future tax bracket. 
Your tax advisor may be able to provide 
some guidance.

An IRA is one of the most popular 
retirement savings vehicles around — 
and for good reason. Consider putting 
one to work for you in 2023. 

Stock Photo
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LaGrange County LaGrange County 
LibraryLibrary

Find more information at www.lagrange.lib.in.us or call 260-463-2841.
Facebook Page- m.facebook.com/lagrangelibraryindiana)

Th is page sponsored by

Shipshewana Branch
250 Depot St. • 260-768-7444
M - F • 11:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.

Saturday • 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

LaGrange County Public Library
203 West Spring Street • 260-463-2841

M - Th  • 9:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Friday • 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Saturday • 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

Topeka Branch
133 North Main Street • 260-593-3030

M - F • 11:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturday • 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

Youth Department
Preschool Story Time (Ages 0-5) � eme: Bugs!

LaGrange • Tuesdays, May 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30 • 10:30 a.m.
Shipshewana • Tuesdays, May 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30 • 1 p.m.
Topeka • Wednesdays, May 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31 • 11 a.m.

Teen Games (Grades 6-12)
LaGrange • Monday, May 8 • 4–5:45 p.m.

Please sign up—either by calling or registering on our website. 
We will be learning new board or card games and playing our favorites. Come enjoy 

some non-electronic games while snacking and chatting with other teens!

Homeschool Group (All Ages)
Dallas Lake Park • Friday, May 12 • Register by May 5 • 10 a.m.
REGISTRATION REQUIRED! Register on our website or by calling.

One meeting all together this month at Dallas Lake Park!
Leslie at the LaGrange County Parks Department will meet us at the Sweetgum 
Shelter at the park to lead us down to the pond boardwalk and do a water critter 

study and water quality testing. Dress for the weather, as we will possibly get wet 
and dirty. Bring your own lunch to eat together after the program before we take a 

break for the summer. Meet in the Dallas Lake Lodge if it is too wet or cold. 

Elementary Book Club (Grades 1-3)
LaGrange • Tuesday, May 16 • 4 p.m.

We will discuss "Stick Dog," do a fun activity, and pass out the next book club book. 
Sign up in the youth department by checking out this month's book.

Middle Grade Book Club (Grades 4-7)
LaGrange • Tuesday, May 16 • 4 p.m.

We will discuss "Nevermoor, the Trials of Morrigan Crow," do a fun activity, and 
pass out the next book club book. Sign up in the youth department by checking out 

this month's book.

Teen  Book Chat  & Craft (Grades 8-12)
LaGrange • Monday, May 22 • 4 p.m.

We will discuss "Th e False Prince," make a fun craft, and pass out the book for next 
month. Sign up in the youth department by checking out this month's book.

Lego: Build an Escape Room! (Ages 10+ or Grades 4+)
LaGrange • Wednesday, May 17, 24, and 31 • 4–5:30 p.m.  

A 3-week program with a set up/test day June 26. MUST REGISTER ON OUR 
WEBSITE OR BY CALLING. SEATING IS LIMITED! 

We will be using the book “Build Your Own Lego Escape Room” to build a Safari 
Adventure Escape Room to be used in the library on June 26-30. Note that 

participants who help design the escape room are encouraged to come help set-up, 
run, and test the room in June but will not be able to try the escape room as they 
will know all of the solutions. You can tell all of your friends about the great room 

you designed and invite them to come try it! You are welcome to sign up even if you 
are unable to attend all sessions, just notify us upon sign up.

Movie and Popcorn (All Ages)
LaGrange • Friday, May 26 • 6 p.m.  

Movie: "Meet the Robinsons," Rated G.
 Free popcorn provided. Bring your own covered drink if desired.

Below are the events planned for May 2023.
All activities are In-Person unless noted. If you have any questions, 

please call the LaGrange library for further information.

Youth Department (continued)
Children's Summer Reading Program! (Ages 5-18)

All Branches • June 1 – July 31  
Sign up starts June 1 at any library branch. Watch our website, Facebook page 
and in any library branch for fun programs and activities all summer as well as 
a reading challenge to earn prizes for reading! Programs and activities will be 

available for kids of all ages. 

Adult Interest
Win a 2023 Indiana State Park Pass!

All Branches and Bookmobile • May 1 – May 31
 Each time you visit the library during May 2023, put your name in a drawing to win 

a State Park Pass! Enter at any LaGrange County Public Library branch or on the 
bookmobile. Must be 18 or older. One entry per visit.  

Second Saturday Book Club (Ages 16+)
LaGrange • Saturday, May 13 • 11 a.m.

Th is month we'll discuss Th e Sound of Gravel by Ruth Wariner. Ruth Wariner 
was the 39th of her father's 42 children. Growing up on a farm in rural Mexico, 

authorities turned a blind eye to the practices of her community, where preachers 
taught that women can only ascend to Heaven by entering polygamous marriages 

and giving birth to as many children as possible. As Rush begins to doubt her 
family's beliefs and question her mother's choices, she struggles to balance her 

fi erce love for her siblings with her determination to forge a better life for herself. 
Copies of the book are available at the LaGrange Library’s Adult Desk.

Patchwork Trails – Lonidaw Nature Preserve (All Ages)
987 N Allen Chapel Road, Kendallville • Tuesday, May 16 • 6 p.m. 

Patchwork Trails combines exercise, education, friendship, and fun! We'll look at 
what's blooming, what's singing, what's fl ying, and what's underfoot. Walks will 

be led by Leslie Arnold of LaGrange Co. Parks & Recreation. No fees or registration 
required, just meet at the designated starting point.

Make & Take with Deb (Ages 12+)
LaGrange • Wednesday, May 17 • 6 p.m. 

Cost is $20, registration & $10 deposit due by May 10. 
We will make two diff erent pieces of “scandi-style” décor from unfi nished wood. 

Some also describe it as “Ikea Style.” One is a budvase-type taller container and the 
other is a round bowl or vase. All materials will be supplied.

Painting with Carl Mosher (Ages 12+)
LaGrange • Friday, May 19 • 1–4 p.m. 

Even if you’ve never painted before, you’ll be amazed at what you’re capable of! Carl 
will supply all the materials. Cost is $25 payable to Carl at class. Classes fi ll fast – 

Call today to sign up! Please register at 260-463-2841 x1030.

Cookbook Club
LaGrange • Saturday, May 27 • 11 a.m.

Cookbook Club is a great way to meet new people and try new things! Check out 
the cookbook of the month at LaGrange's Adult Services Desk. Choose a recipe, 

cook it, and bring it to the Cookbook Club Carry-In. Plates, silverware, coff ee, and 
tea will be provided. Families welcome. 

YOUR LOCAL CREATIVE SERVICES PROVIDER.
PO Box 70 · Shipshewana, IN 46565 · SE Corner 250N & 850W · P 260-768-7878 · LaGwana.com
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7300 N 1000 W • Shipshewana • www.SouthwindFlooring.com • 260.768.4256

High Quality Customer Service • Competitive Pricing
Professional Installation & Free Estimates

SPECIALIZING IN RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Come see our extensive stock of carpet & vinyl at affordable prices.

Carpet • Ceramic Tile • Luxury Vinyl Tile
Laminate • Vinyl • Hardwood • Waterproof Flooring

Mon. 8am - 6pm • Tue., Wed., � urs., Fri. 8am - 5pm
Sat. 8am - 12pm • Closed Sunday • Other times by appointment

WE ARE DIY FRIENDLY! Buy materials and install yourself!

Oak Grove Tax and 
Accounting Service

10% Discount for � rst 15 new clients!
$5 o�  for each client you refer.

Excellence is Our Goal
Service Made Easy

Pick Up and Delivery of Tax Documents

Service you can trust!

John D. Miller
4430W SR 120 • Shipshewana, IN 46565

260-585-0081 • fax 260-408-5674
john@oakgrovetax.com • www.OakGroveTax.com

Starting a new business?
We can help to get your sales tax account set up and take care of � ling your sales tax.

• Sales Tax Returns Filed
• Personal Property Tax Returns
• Financial Coaching
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Shipshewana Cooperative Preschool 
Preschool enrollment has opened for the 

2023 - 2024 school year at 
Shipshewana Cooperative Preschool.

We have been located at the Shipshewana 
United Methodist Church on the corner of 
Talmadge/Middlebury Street since 1985.

Enrollment forms 
are available by calling 

Mechele Schlabach, 
Director/Teacher, 
at 260-499-1683 

Preschool 
Enrollment

Dutch Coffee Cup
THE

Formerly Naomi’s Candies & Cafe 

300 Van Buren St 
Shipshewana, IN

Monday-Saturday
8:00am-4:30pm

Serving: Breakfast    7am - 11am
Lunch         11am - 4:30pm

FREE FREE 
CookieCookie

May Special

EXP: 5/31/23MUST PRESENT THIS COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE

We now have 
breakfast

all day!

|||

|
|

with with 
breakfast breakfast 
purchasepurchase

Decals
Advertise. Label. Leave your mark.

Floors, Windows, Walls, and Doors;
Vehicles, Trailers, Bumpers, and More.

PO Box 70 ∙ Shipshewana, IN 46565
P 260-768-7878 ∙ LaGwana.com
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•lndtana / Michigan Pesticide Applicator•

Commerical 
260-499-0132

FREE 
ESTIMATES! 

•Weed Control •Insect Control •Lawn Fertilization

WHY 
AERATE?

• Removes 50% of 
thatch

• Reduces watering 
costs. Saves over 60% 
in watering

• Provides root zone 
with oxygen

• Stimulates root 
growth and fertilizer 
absorption rate

• Increases turf’s 
strength and disease 
tolerance

• Improves fertilizer 
and nutrient intake

• Helps defend your 
lawn against drought 
and weeds

• Promotes a thicker, 
healthier and 
greener lawn

Let your lawn breathe and do what the 
golf courses do. Through the process of 
AERATION, soil compaction is relieved 
and oxygen can then travel to the root 
zone. Aeration tines penetrate the soil 
and eject cores onto the turf surface 
where they are utilized as a produc-
tive top dressing. Most lawns require 
semi-annual aeration to restrict thatch 
accumulations.

For maximum effectiveness and beauty, have 
Precision Turf Care LLC aerate your lawn after you roll it.

Lawn Aeration Diagram

Look No 
Further!

Picture Pawfect Puppies 
Transportation

Samuel & Rachel Chupp 269-625-5099 USDA License

Are you looking 
for someone to take your 
puppies to the airport? 

We will book your fl ight and take your 
puppy to the airport! We also offer 

nanny fl ights as well!

Renew Hope Counseling, Inc.

Charlene Roth, LMFT
Licensed Marriage 
and Family Therapist
(260) 585-7847

Available at these locations:
Redi-Care, LaGrange 

Topeka Physicians, Topeka
Marion Mennonite Church, Shipshewana

Individual, Family, Pre-Marital & Adolescent Counseling

Available at these locations:
Redi-Care, LaGrange;
Topeka Physicians, Topeka;
Lima Presbyterian, Howe

Charlene Roth, LMFT
Licensed Marriage & 
Family � erapist
260-585-7847

My passion is helping individuals 
& families fi nd renewed hope in 
their lives through confi dential 
& professional counseling.

Discount Groceries

Forks
County Line

With locations in Shipshewana 
and Middlebury to serve you best.

Hrs: Mon.-Thur. 8-5:30, Fri. 8-7:00, Sat. 8-4:30

On the east edge of Middlebury at 508 E. Warren Street

In Shipshewana North Village just east of SR 5
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@ LaGwana

FOoD
TRUCKSTRUCKS

SUMMERSUMMER
20232023

*Janie’s Donuts in mornings only; others approx. 11-2.
Schedule is subject to change.

May
2 Ed’s Fish and More
5 Party on the Patio
11 Janie’s Donuts*
12 San Marcos
16 Ed’s Fish and More
18 Janie’s Donuts*
19 Corner Cravings
25 Janie’s Donuts*
26 Reindeer Trails
30 Ed’s Fish and More

SE Corner of 850W & 250N ∙ Shipshewana
P 260-768-7878 ∙ LaGwana.com
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Pleasing you pleases us! • Pick Up & Delivery!

Financing available for 
qualified buyers!

Gravely 52” ZT X 
• 2020 Model

• 23 HP Kawasaki 
Engine

• Optional Bagger

Dan Fry & Sons • 260-593-3228
5200 S SR 5, Topeka, IN  46571 • M-F 8-4; Sat. 8-12

FRY’S REPAIR SHOPFRY’S REPAIR SHOP  

List Price $4795.00

Sale Price
$3995.00
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Pleasing you pleases us! • Pick Up & Delivery!

Financing available for 
qualified buyers!

Gravely Pro Walk 988186 
52" Hydrostat Mower

• Electric Start
• Floating Deck
• Kawasaki Engines
• Single Lever Height 

Adjustment
• Solid Front Tires
• 36"- 60" Cut

Dan Fry & Sons • 260-593-3228
5200 S SR 5, Topeka, IN  46571 • M-F 8-4; Sat. 8-12

FRY’S REPAIR SHOPFRY’S REPAIR SHOP  

Fleet Pricing Available 
on Multiple Units

Starting at 
$6999.00

New Construction 

Commercial 

Remodel

Owner: Lavon Yoder
6035 W 600 N, Shipshewana, IN 46565 • 574.304.4587

WEATHER PROTECTION IS OUR PROFESSION
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Meadowview Elementary   
Home of the 

Mustangs

MAY Gaga Ball Comes to 
Meadowview

Over spring break, Meadowview 
principal Nikki Helmuth had a gaga ball 
pit installed on the playground for kids 
to play at recess. 

Gaga ball is a type of dodgeball 
played in an octagon-shaped fence, or 
“pit.” Players may only hit the ball with 
their hands, and if a player is hit by the 
ball anywhere below the knee, they are 
out. Th e game is played until only one 
player is left. 

Students learned how to play the 
game the week they returned from 
spring break. PE teachers Taylor Eash 
and Kim Mays taught the rules to stu-
dents during their classes so students 
would be able to play gaga ball at recess 
the following week. 

Although kindergartners are too 
young to play gaga ball, the rest of the 
grades thoroughly enjoy the game. A 
majority of students in each grade run 
straight to the pit at the beginning of 
recess and play until they are called 
back into the building. Gaga ball is an 
exciting new addition to Meadowview’s 
playground! 

Th 
is 

page made possible by the
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Meadowview Elementary   

MAY
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Topeka Elementary   Home of 
the Bears

MAY

    
   Th

 is page sponsored by
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Putting the Fun in 
Fundraiser...And 
Everything Else
As part of its Bears that Care 

initiative, Topeka Elementary collected 
money for Th e Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society’s program Pennies for Patients. 
At the end of the two weeks, the 
students raised a total of $1,098.05.

Th e students also enjoyed partici-
pating in “Fun Fridays” throughout 

the month of March to beat the 
winter blues and jump into spring!  
Th ey celebrated Seuss Day, Twin 
Day, Sports Day, Class Color Day, 

and Beach Day.  Th e staff  and stu-
dents loved getting to dress up and 

celebrate the coming of Spring together!
Meanwhile, third grade students 

spent many weeks working hard to re-
search, write an informational essay, 
and create a poster about an animal. 
Th ey then invited their families to the 
school to share their presentations. Th e 

students did 
an amazing job 
and all of the 
guests learned 
so much about 
all the diff er-
ent animals! 
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Westview Elementary   
Home of 

the Warriors

3rd Grading Period Outstanding Citizens: (in no particular order): Melody Yoder, 5A; Cash Miller, 5B; Kendall Lambright, 5C; Maci Miller, 5D; Jayla 
Lehman, 5E; Trynten Faulkner, 5F; Kayla Schwartz, 5G; Brooklyn Stutzman, 5H; Olivia Yoder, 6A; Lucas Swanson, 6B; Karla Miller, 6C; Janelle R. Bontrager, 
6D; Tyrone Baccol, 6E; Kaydence Mosher, 6G; Alyssa Miller, 6H and Ana Wingard, 6I. Photo Submitted

Students have been busy with proj-
ects and fun as they continue to learn. 

Th e outstanding citizens are cho-
sen based on the following: Th ey are 
responsible for their behavior, respon-
sible for their assignments, show re-
spect for adults and peers, serve as role 
models for other students, respect the 
property and rights of others, display 
good manners, participate in the class-
room and other school activities, are 
honest and trustworthy, and they are 
courteous and cooperative.

PTO provided coupons to JoJo’s 
Pretzels and Kitchen Cupboard along 
with various food treats. Congratula-
tions to the winners for the third grad-

ing period!
S t u -

dents in 6I 

spent the fi rst part of the new year do-
ing their required research paper over a 
famous person. As an extension to their 
paper, they had to write a two to three 
minute speech and dress up as their fa-
mous person for our annual Wax Muse-
um. Other classes were invited to come 
see our Wax Museum exhibit!

Students in Mr. Yoder’s sixth grade 
class are building ecosystem dioramas 
and food webs. Th ey had to research the 

organisms in their assigned ecosystem 
to see what lives there, what the or-
ganisms consume or get their energy 
from, and create a food web from their 
research.

On Tuesday, March 21 the fantastic 
fi fth graders of Westview Elementary 
performed an amazing show, “Pirates.” 
Th ese students were energetic and 
sounded wonderful! We are so proud of 
them! 

Busy Days of Fun & Learning

The Hometown Treasure · May ’2328
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JH BOYS TENNIS
JH Boys Tennis Team: Back (left to right): Coach Tyler Miller, Lucas Swanson, Ethan Miller, Luke Stults, Hudson Yoder and Pierce Yoder. Middle: Keegan 
Norberg, Carter Cranor, Avery Christner, Kaden Hostetler and Evan Roth. Front: Tanner Trittipo, Durrel Frey, Grady Yoder, Jaxon Miller, Blake Hostetler and 
Cameron Yoder-Martin. Photo by Stopher-King Studios

Sponsored by

JH GIRLS TENNIS
JH Girls Tennis Team: Back (left to right): Alayah Hostetler, Karla Yoder, Camryn Christner, Addy Kauff man, Ava Chupp, Aurora Miller and Coach Tyler 
Miller. Front: Graci Engle, Jenna Miller, Kya Roose, Josie Ryall, Karleen Bender and Savannah Yoder.                                                        Photo by Stopher-King Studios

Sponsored by

Oak Grove Tax and 
Accounting Service
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JH BOYS GOLF
JH Boys Golf Team: Back (left to right): Devyn Whetstone, Liam Brill, Luke Haarer, Caedmon Gates and Coach Landon Bennett. Front: Cooper Fry, Christo-
pher Fergison, Tyler Brewer, Cooper Schwartz, Markus Garrett and Jace Kaufman. Photo by Stopher-King Studios

Sponsored 
by

Developing Relationships

111 W Lafayette St
LaGrange, IN
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JH BOYS TRACK
JH Boys Track Team: Back (left to right): Coach Don Williams, Jakob Seneca, Austin Schlabach, Kaine Reinhold, Isaac Drake, Jacob McCoy, Daniel Yoder, 
Keegan Hershberger, AJ Martin, Coach Lyle Bontrager and Coach Erica Mohr. Th ird: Tyler Stutzman, Isaiah Radcliff , Justin Miller, Gavin Rainsberger, Chris 
Terrones, Austin Miller, Charlie Double, Seth Lambright, Jarius Lambright and Jaylen Schwartz. Second: Coach Rusty Niccum, Cole Donat, William Yoder, Cole 
Miller, Evan Beechy, Brendan Miller, EJ Watts, Aydan Kloth, Kasen Yoder, Dalton Brown and Coach Mike Brown. Front: Luke Miller, Noah Cleveland, Micah 
Wingard, Ethan Gellar, Landon Gingerich, Saul Moreno, Gavin Yeip, Remington Helmuth and Carson Niccum. Photo by Stopher-King Studios

Sponsored by

JH GIRLS TRACK
JH Girls Track Team: Back (left to right): Coach Rusty Niccum, Coach Don Williams, Amanda Herschberger, Janae Yoder, Eva Bates, Faith Stump, Gloria 
Miller, Madi Miller, Madi Yoder, Coach Lyle Bontrager and Coach Erica Mohr. Th ird: Merrill Warrener, Jada Mauck, Amanzis Palmer, Peyton Miller, Lindsey 
Schlabach, Emilia Mendoza, Sara Bontrager, Serenity Tennant, Laine Bortner and Coach Mike Brown. Second: Keera Hostetler, Alana Donat, Mila Geyer, Emily 
Yoder, Paige McDonald, Grace Yoder, Mal Steider, Laura Yoder and Bryndle Bontrager. Front: Jaylynn Brown, Katie Martin, Erica Lambright, Marilyn Yoder, 
Eva Miller, Lexy Bennett, Memphis Bontrager, Amber Miller and Angela Miller. Photo by Stopher-King Studios

Sponsored 
by

TROYER’S
SADDLERY INC.
TROYER’S
SADDLERY INC.
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1) Curtis Miller clears his high jump at-

tempt.

2) Lyndon Miller is close behind a Bethany 

opponent in his leg of the relay race.

3) Chase Miller completes his fi rst long jump 

attempt.

4) Jacob Peruski competes in the 100 meter 

hurdles.

5) Milan Miller easily clears his pole vault 

height.
Photos by Abby Wenger

� ese photos and more will be available for 
purchase at lagwanaphotos.com.

HS Boys TrackSponsored by

1 2

4

5

3
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HS Girls Track
Sponsored by

1) Brina Williams takes off  on her long 
jump attempt.

2) Jasmine Litton and Natalie Privett 
clear their hurdles side by side.

3) Kamryn Miller gets ready to hit the 
sand on her long jump attempt.

4) Annagail Warrener starts out her leg 
of the relay.

5) Gwen Owsley starts her pole vault 
attempt.

5

2

3

1

Sports photos by Abby Wenger
� ese photos and more will be available for 

purchase at lagwanaphotos.com.

4
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1) Ella Williams winds up for the pitch.

2) Kyiah Michels rounds third and heads for 

home.

3) Myra Miller sends the ball to the outfi eld.

4) Karlie Schrock catches a pitch.

5) Sara Lapp catches the ball for an easy out.

Photos by Abby Wenger
� ese photos and more will be available for 

purchase at lagwanaphotos.com.

SoftballSponsored by

1 2

4 53
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HS Girls Tennis
Sponsored by

1) Jennifer Osorio serves to the Angola 
court.

2) Maddie Stults returns a serve.

3) Paige Riegsecker volleys with her 
Angola opponent.

4) Bailey Kenner returns a serve from 
her Angola opponent.

4

2

3

1

Sports photos by Abby Wenger
� ese photos and more will be available for 

purchase at lagwanaphotos.com.
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2
It’s nearly time for Westview’s 

High School Graduation ceremony, and 
it’s both an exciting and scary event 
for students. With graduation comes 
the question, “What’s next?” Th ere are 
many paths a high school senior can 
take after graduating, and it can be 
overwhelming to choose which one. 
Some may move away from our commu-
nity to make a life for themselves, but 
others, like Sidney (Byrkett) Bontrager, 

may return to their hometown. 
Sidney graduated from Westview 

Jr. Sr. High School in 2015. She kept 
busy every school year between her 
classes, sports, and spending time with 
her friends. Sidney took various college 
courses and maintained over a 4.0 GPA 
throughout high school. As a result of 
her hard work, she was the Salutatorian 
for her class. Some may remember her 
taking a selfi e on the stage following 
her speech. 

In addition to thriving academi-
cally, Sidney played three varsity sports 
throughout her high school career. She 
began playing basketball and softball 
her freshman year and later picked up 
soccer, playing the sport for two years. 
“I absolutely loved the camaraderie and 
friendships that came with each sport. 

Playing three diff erent sports gave me 
the opportunity to connect with and 
get to know so many unique people.”

Out of the three, however, bas-
ketball is her favorite sport, largely 
because of the fun she had with her 
teammates on the court. Sidney thor-
oughly enjoyed her senior year in bas-
ketball, where she broke two records 
during the season. She broke “Most As-
sists in a Season” with 185 assists and 

“Most Th ree-Pointers in a Season” with 
61 three-pointers. Now, Sidney still 
holds these records; but she knows she 
may not keep them for long. “We’ve got 
some great girls in the program,” Sidney 
states about the Westview girls’ basket-
ball team. “Records are meant to be bro-
ken, so we’ll see what happens!”

In high school, Sidney knew that 
she wanted to go to college to study 
Speech-Language Pathology; she was 
even accepted at Ball State University 
to do so. Despite this news, Sidney’s 
love for basketball won out when she 
received an off er from Glen Oaks Com-
munity College. Glen Oaks, a Junior 
College in Centerville, MI, approached 
Sidney to resume her basketball career 
with them. She took the off er and at-
tended Glen Oaks to continue playing 

Westview Alumni  
Returns to Court 

and Classroom
by Chloe Lovell

Photo Submitted
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basketball while working towards a 
general studies degree. With Glen Oaks 
a relatively short distance away, Sidney 
remained at home and commuted to the 
college. 

However, this decision to stay lo-
cal came with a harsh reality. Because 
Sidney stayed at home to attend Glen 
Oaks, she watched most of her friends 
leave the area to attend college farther 
away. “I really had to stop comparing 
my journey with everyone else’s,” Sid-

ney expresses, refl ecting on this diffi  -
cult time following high school. “I chose 
to make the most out of the experiences 
I was getting and the new people I was 
meeting.” Sidney graduated a year later 
from Glen Oaks, receiving her associate 
degree in general studies. 

With her fi rst degree down, Sidney 
made the decision to move four hours 
away to continue her education at Indi-
ana University Bloomington (IUB), ma-
joring in Speech-Language Pathology. 
“I decided to study Speech-Language 
Pathology because I knew I loved lan-
guage and literature, but I didn’t want 
to be a teacher,” Sidney explains. “I 
have a great mentor in the community, 
Whitney Rahn, who introduced me to 
the wide impact speech therapy has on 
the world. Speech therapists work in a 

Photo by Abby Wenger Photo by Abby Wenger

variety of settings with many diff erent 
age groups. You can specialize in areas 
you’re passionate about, and not every 
day looks exactly the same. It was the 
perfect career path for me.”

After three years, Sidney graduated 
from IUB in 2019 and was ready to be-
gin her career journey. She and her now-
husband, Clay, who also graduated from 
IUB and graduated high school from 
Fairfi eld, felt their time in Blooming-
ton was complete. Clay had a job lined 

up, and Sidney had an interview with 
Westview set up two weeks before grad-
uation. Th e two returned to their home-
town to live closer to family, believing 
“it was perfect timing and we felt like it 
was time to come home.” Shortly after, 
Sidney began a full-time position with 
the Westview School Corporation as a 
Speech Language Pathology Assistant. 

Although she could have stopped 
there, Sidney decided to continue her 
education once again. She attended on-
line college courses at the University 
of Akron while working full-time, and 
in August 2022, she graduated and ob-
tained her master’s degree in Speech-
Language Pathology. Having a college 
degree isn’t always necessary to create 
a career, but Sidney fi nds having three 
college degrees essential for her chosen 

path: “I wouldn’t be able to have the 
job or qualifi cations that I do without 
them.”

Sidney is now employed as a 
Speech-Language Pathologist at West-
view, where she splits up her work week 
between two of the elementary schools 
in the corporation. Sidney works “pri-
marily with students who struggle with 
their speech sounds, language skills 
(comprehension and expression), and 
fl uency,” and works with students who 

communicate through methods other 
than speaking. She also screens stu-
dents to add to her caseload, collabo-
rates with teachers to discuss how to 
meet student’s needs in the best way 
possible, holds case conferences, and 
writes IEPs, or individualized education 
plans. 

For now, Sidney utilizes her sum-
mers to see clients privately, but she 
eventually wants to expand this work 
into a year-round private practice 
alongside her position with Westview. 
“Th ere is such a need for aff ordable, 
quality speech therapy services within 
our community for all age groups out-
side of the school environment,” Sid-
ney states. “To be able to give back and 
provide that service for LaGrange and 
surrounding counties would be a dream 
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come true.”
Sidney’s return to Westview 

opened the door to a career she loves. It 
also brought her back to the basketball 
court as a coach for Westview’s JV girls’ 
basketball team. “It is such a fulfi lling 
feeling to be pouring into a program 
that so greatly infl uenced my life and 
time at Westview,” Sidney explains. She 
hopes to help coach the JV girls’ team 
to victory in the basketball tourney “a 
handful of times” in the future. 

When not in the classroom or on the 
court, Sidney likes to go running with 
Clay. Th ey often frequent the Pumpkin-
vine Trail and have even traveled down 
to Indy in November 2022 to run the 
Indianapolis Monumental Marathon. 

Th ey trained for eight months for the 
big race and enjoyed the experience. 
“I’d run another marathon in a heart-
beat. It was so fun!” Sidney exclaimed. 
“It stretches your mental and physical 
endurance, and it’s something only less 
than 1% of the world’s population can 
say they’ve done.”

 Sidney enjoys going out and be-
ing active in the community with her 
husband. Th ey enjoy participating in 
the annual Mayfest festivities, visiting 

Yup’s Dairyland, and attending Maple 
City Chapel in Goshen, where they are 
involved in the small group. Sidney is 
also involved in a women’s Bible study 
with several friends from high school. 
Sidney advises graduating students to 
be conscious of who you spend time 
with. “Your friends help shape you 
into the person you will become,” she 
explains, “so be wise when choosing 
friends.”

Sidney also urges graduating stu-
dents to remember to have fun and 
do everything you have an interest in. 
During her senior year of high school, 
Sidney would play tennis after soccer 
practices because she thought it looked 
fun. Although she couldn’t play the 
sport in high school because it confl ict-
ed with softball, Sidney still liked prac-

ticing and enjoys playing tennis today. 
Th ere are many clubs and organizations 
to try out in college, and there are many 
opportunities within the community to 
get involved in. Don’t be afraid to join 
in; you’ll never know if you like it unless 
you give it a shot. 

Sidney hopes to continue travel-
ing and exploring the world with Clay 
in the future and to read many books 
and make fun memories. In the distant 
future, she aims to fi nd her and Clay’s 

dream home in the area, maybe have 
a few kids, and continue working at 
Westview with an established private 
practice on the side. 

Not every high school graduate will 
fi nd their way back to their hometown. 
Each graduate’s journey will diff er, and 
that is the beauty of graduation: no one 
path is the same. Some will move away, 
but, like Sidney, some will return. From 
a Westview student and Varsity bas-
ketball player to a Westview employee 
and basketball coach, Sidney ended up 
where she began. More importantly, 
she’s on a path that she loves. 

“My job is truly a passion of mine,” 
Sidney states. “It’s something I’m really 
proud of.” 

Photo SubmittedPhoto Submitted
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Book Your

Vacation
Now

Call Us For More Information

574-215-9335

ABOUT THE PROPERTY
Newly remodeled 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath open 
concept cottage located on Waldron Lake in 
Rome City, Indiana. Bring your boat and enjoy this 
beautiful northern Indiana lake with great fi shing 
and swimming during the day and the fi re pit and 
charcoal grill in the evening.

EXCLUSIVE FEATURES
• Boat Dock
• Outdoor Fire Pit
• 3 Bed / 1.5 Bath

• Laundry Room
• Modern Kitchen
• Charcoal Grill

• Access to a total of 4 lakes
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May

Awakening the Echoes 
of Handel’s Messiah

by Harold D. Gingerich

It has been far too many years since 
the melodious strains of Handel’s Mes-
siah echoed across the Westview com-
munity. What the younger generation 
and folks who are new to the Shipshe-
wana and Topeka community do not 
realize is that performing Th e Messiah 
was a local tradition, dating back to 
the 1930s. Local musicians and singers 
would come together and rehearse for 
months. Frequently, college professors 
from Goshen and South Bend would be 
the featured conductors or soloists. But 
the chorus was always made up primar-
ily of local people like Mrs. Marietta 
Yoder, Mrs. Phyllis Hartzler, Merritt 
Hostetler, McKinley Woodworth Jr., 

and a host of others who loved to sing, 
and could do it well. 

German-born English composer 
George Frideric Handel was born on 
February 23, 1685, in Brandenburg, 
Prussia. He received his formal train-
ing in Halle, Germany, and worked as a 
composer in Hamburg and Italy before 
moving to London in 1712. Handel be-
came a naturalized British subject in 
1727. He died in London on April 14, 
1759, and was buried in Westminster 
Abbey. 

Handel is best known for his 1741 
sacred oratorio Th e Messiah which he 
composed in only 24 days. I found it 
interesting that Th e Messiah was fi rst 
performed in Dublin, Ireland, on April 
13, 1742, (at Easter) where it received a 
very warm reception. Th e Dublin the-
ater only seated 600 people. 

Jonathan Kandell, in an article 
for Smithsonian Magazine (December 
2009) wrote, “It burst onto the stage of 
Musick Hall in Dublin on April 13, 1742. 
Th e audience swelled to a record 700, as 
ladies had heeded pleas by management 
to wear dresses ‘without Hoops’ (men 
were asked to not wear swords) in or-
der to make ‘Room for more company.’ 
Handel's superstar status was not the 
only draw; many also came to glimpse 
the contralto, Susannah Cibber, then 
embroiled in a scandalous divorce.” 

Kandell continued writing, “Th e 

men 
and women 
in attendance sat mesmerized 
from the moment the tenor followed 
the mournful string overture with his 
piercing opening line: ‘Comfort ye, com-
fort ye my people, saith your God.’ Solo-
ists alternated with wave upon wave of 
chorus, until, near the midway point, 
Cibber intoned: ‘He was despised and 
rejected of men, a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief.’ So moved was 
the Rev. Patrick Delany that he leapt 
to his feet and cried out: ‘Woman, for 
this be all thy sins forgiven thee!’" Th e 
London audience, one year later, was far 
less enthusiastic. Today, Handel’s Mes-
siah is the most frequently performed 
of all the oratorios. 

Th e custom of standing for the 
Hallelujah chorus originated from the 
popular belief that, at the London pre-
miere, King George II was so moved by 
the glorious anthem that he stood up. 
Since the king was standing, the en-
tire audience was obligated to stand as 
well. Unfortunately, there are no “fact 
checkers” still alive who can verify that 
King George II stood or that he even at-
tended the performance. Nevertheless, 
the tradition continues to this day. And 
a fi ne tradition it is.  

Th e January 2, 1936, edition of the 
Topeka Journal reported on one of the 
earliest performances of Th e Messiah 

H I S T O R I C A L  F E AT U R E
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H I S T O R I C A L  F E AT U R E
in the Westview community. Th e Bap-
tist, Methodist, and Topeka Mennonite 
churches came together to sponsor the 
sacred concert. Th e chorus of between 
50 to 60 voices, under the direction of 
Prof. B. F. Hartzler, came from Nap-
panee, Goshen, Middlebury, and Stur-
gis. Th e concert was free, but a freewill 
off ering was taken for the chorus.

It wasn’t until 1951 that things 
got organized locally. Th e December 
5, 1951, edition of the Topeka Jour-
nal (page one) reported that the newly 
formed Topeka Choral Society would be 
presenting Th e Messiah under the di-
rection of John Bechtelheimer. Bechtel-
heimer taught music at Topeka High 
School from 1951 to 1955. 

 “Th is is the fi rst eff ort in the Tope-
ka community to present the great ora-
torio by Handel,” the article stated. Th e 
news item ended by saying, “Th e choir 
offi  cially organized naming themselves 
the Topeka Choral Society. Offi  cers of 
the Society are Mrs. Garth Stoltz, presi-
dent; Rev Esko Loewen, vice president 
and Mrs. Maynard Yoder, secretary-
treasurer.” It appears that members of 
the Topeka Mennonite Church were the 
ones to take the initiative because all of 
the choral society offi  cers were mem-
bers of that church. 

Th e Topeka Journal (December 19, 
1951, page one) reported that despite 
zero-degree weather, nearly every seat 
in Sycamore Hall was fi lled. Soloists 
and an 80-voice choir thrilled the audi-
ence that had come from Goshen, Ship-
shewana, Millersburg, Wolcottville, 
and Topeka. Th e Journal described the 
closing Hallelujah chorus as “a note of 
adoration and triumph as though the 
gates of heaven are open.”

Th e evening ended with the choir 

singing several Christmas carols as the 
audience left the hall. Cash gifts were 
given to the soloists and accompanists 
(Mrs. Clyde Oplinger and Mrs. Esko 
Loewen.)  John Bechtelheimer was also 
presented with a gift of appreciation by 
the choir for his eff orts. 

Phyllis (Oesch) Hartzler, who 
graduated from Topeka High School in 
1950, still has fond memories of the 
rehearsals and the performance. Phyl-
lis didn’t remember the zero tempera-
tures. A photograph of the choir was 
taken; unfortunately, as of this writing, 
I have been unable to fi nd a copy.

Th e following year on December 14, 
the choral society, under the direction 
of John Bechtelheimer, again presented 
the Messiah. In 1952 they presented 
the oratorio on Sunday afternoon at 
the Ligonier Methodist Church and in 
the evening at the Topeka Mennonite 
Church. Two pictures of the choir ap-
peared in the December 10 issue of the 
Topeka Journal, however, both pictures 
are too dark for there to be any facial 
recognition of choir members.

It is unknown when the Topeka 
Choral Society disbanded. We do know 
that into the 1960s Handel’s Messiah 
was still being performed in the 
community. I graduated from 
high school in 1965 but remem-
ber singing in Th e Messiah.

It would be my sincere hope 
that some enterprising people 
in the community would re-
kindle the tradition. Were that 
to happen, some of us would be 
delighted to come out of retire-
ment and make a joyful noise once 
again proclaiming “And He shall reign 
forever and ever …Hallelujah, Hallelu-
jah … AMEN!” 

Th is article sponsored by
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ALSO SEE US IN THE LOWER LEVEL OF THE DAVIS MERCANTILE

SHIPSHEWANA
SR 5 & US 20

1/4 mile south & 1/4 mile
east of Junction 5 & 20

www.WeaverFurnitureSales.com

Quality Furniture At Reasonable Prices

Visit Us Today for 
Deep Discounts on 

Floor Models.

STORE HOURS
Mon - Fri 9-5
Saturday 9-4
260.768.7730
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ShipshewanaFleaMarket.com
260-768-4129

Flea Market Season Opens May 2nd, 2023Flea Market Season Opens May 2nd, 2023
Open Tues. & Wed. from 8am - 4pm thru Sept. 27thOpen Tues. & Wed. from 8am - 4pm thru Sept. 27th

Auction & Flea Market Shipshewana

est. 1922

MIDWEST’SMIDWEST’S

LARGESTLARGEST
FLEA MARKETFLEA MARKET

 Shipshewana

est. 1922

Shipshewana

345 S Van Buren St
Shipshewana, IN

260-768-4129
ShipshewanaAuction.com

A L L  T YP E S  O F  F L E A  MA R K E T  I T E M S !A L L  T YP E S  O F  F L E A  MA R K E T  I T E M S !  
All  kinds of fowl, poultry, small animals, pets,

produce, baked goods, antiques & more.

Swap Meets
Shipshewana

Food
Vendors

SAT., MAY 20, 2023
OPEN FROM DAYLIGHT - 1:00 PM

 Shipshewana

est. 1922

Space size: 20' x 25'
Cost per Space: $20
Parking/Vehicle: $3

2023 Remaining Dates: 
May 20, Jun 17, Aug 5,

Sep 16 & Oct 21 345 S Van Buren St • Shipshewana, IN
260-768-4129

Still Accepting

New Vendors!

ANTIQUE 
AUCTION 

EVERY WEDNESDAY
9 AM YEAR-ROUND

Antiques, collectibles, 
furniture, primitives, glass-

ware, books,  
advertising & more! 

 

Call to consign antiques 
and miscellaneous items.

Special Signs & 
Advertising Auction

Wed., May 24th @ 9AM

SHIPSHEWANA
Antique Market

Saturday, August 5, 8am - 4pm

FARMSTEAD EVENT PAVILION
368 S VAN BUREN ST, SHIPSHEWANA, IN 

Free Admission - $5 parking
Dealers selling antiques, vintage items, furniture, jewelry, collectibles and more!

SELL AT THE ANTIQUE MARKETSELL AT THE ANTIQUE MARKET
Call 260-768-4129
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260.593.2252 
101 N. Main Street 

info@topekapharmacy.net

Wednesday, May 10 • Sale Hours 8:00am-6:00pm

Wondering if 
your family is 
up-to-date on 

vaccines?

Stop by for a 
FREE Vaccine 

History 
Review for 

Adults and Kids
Vaccines-for-

Children Certi� ed

FREE Diabetes* & 
Blood Pressure Screenings!

*Free blood sugar, 50% o�  A1C tests

Sara’s Attic 
SPECIALS

Homespice Décor Rugs 
20% O� 

Quilt Fabric 50% O� 

All Other Fabric
20% O� 

Pre-Order now for 
full bolts, large orders 
and sewing machines.

Call ahead by Tuesday, May 9 
for pickup on sale day. Limited to 

fabric, thread, and buttons.

New Fabric: Cloud Knit, 
Paris, and Yummy Rib

SARA’S

ATTIC

20% O�  
Storewide

All non-prescription 
merchandise

FREE TrevRx 
Membership 

with the purchase 
of a prescription

Door Prizes • Drawings! Enter to win a $50 Shopping Spree

2nd 
Wednesday 

in MayTopeka Spring Sale

PERSONAL & BUSINESS INSURANCE

574.825.5458
WWW.HUMMELGRP.COM

13489 County Road 16
Middlebury, IN 46540

Valley Hills Subdivision

Garage 
Sales

May 12-13 • 8am-4pm

1 mile north of the 
4-way stop in Shipshewana.

all proceed will go to 
CRUSHED BUT NOT BROKEN

Mission Statement: Crushed But Not Broken is a non-profi t, faith-based organization. 
Our mission is to provide shelter and hope to women and children in a domestic violence situation.

Crushed But Not Broken Hope for TomorrowCrushed But Not Broken Hope for Tomorrow
DAN’S FISH FRY/BAKE SALE FUNDRAISER

ALL YOU CAN EAT! 
ALSO SERVING CHICKEN!

June 3 • 4-8 PM
The TOPEKA FIRE STATION

DINE IN and CARRY OUT
ADULT....$12.50

CHILDREN 6-12....$7.00
5 and under are FREE!

BUY AT THE DOOR OR
contact Sheli Emenhiser at 260-350-4131 for pre-sale tickets.

On average, 
nearly 20 people 
per minute are 

physically abused 
by an intimate 
partner in the 
United States.
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Helpin g yo u get where you L
aG

w
an

a 
G

o!

PRINTINGPRINTING
SERVICESSERVICES

BROCHURES

MENUS

BUSINESS 
CARDS
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PRINTINGPRINTING
SERVICESSERVICES

These options and more are 
available at LaGwana.

MENUS

LABELS

RACK 
CARDS

PO Box 70 · Shipshewana, IN 46565
SE Corner 250N & 850W · P 260-768-7878 · LaGwana.com
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3 – ON – 3 BASKETBALL TOURNEY

Team Name _________________________________________

Team Captain _______________________________________

Phone _____________________________ Ext _____________

Address ____________________________________________

City ______________________ State ____  Zip ___________ 

Division: Boys      Girls    Ages: 10 – 12     13 – 15     16 – 18 
Open Division   (no age groups)  Shirt Size (all adult sizes):
 CAPTAIN Age _________ S     M     L     XL 

Player 2 Name ________________________ Age _________ S     M     L     XL 

Player 3 Name ________________________ Age _________ S     M     L     XL 

Player 4 Name ________________________ Age _________ S     M     L     XL 

Middlebury Summer Festival

Saturday, June 24, 2023
Next to the Fire Station

Check-in/Registration: 7:15-7:45 am 
Games start at approximately 8 am.

T-Shirts for everybody!
All games will have refs!
Trophies will be awarded to 1st and 
2nd place teams in student divisions. 
Also, top two teams in 16 – 18 division 
may play in the open division FREE!

Entry Deadline June 10, 2023

Student Division $60
Open Division $75

Make checks payable to LaGwana.
Send completed form and entry fee to:
LaGwana, PO Box 70
Shipshewana, IN 46565
phone: 260·768·7878

(as of June 24)

(as of June 24)

(as of June 24)

(as of June 24)

Teams limited to 4 players. All games will have 
referees. (Their decisions are fi nal!) Trophies will be 
awarded for fi rst and second place teams in each 
division. Tournament is double elimination. Must be at 
least three entries in a given division for competition 
to take place. Each team to pay $60 student/$75 open 
division entry fee with registration.

Sponsored by:For anyone over 18 who still wants to play.

OPEN DIVISION: Teams limited to 4 players, 
can be over 18 (but don’t HAVE to be).  Deadline is 12 
o’clock noon, games start at approx. 2.

Cash Prizes
STARTS AT APPROX. 2 PM
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3 – ON – 3 BASKETBALL TOURNEY

Team Name _________________________________________

Team Captain _______________________________________

Phone _____________________________ Ext _____________

Address ____________________________________________

City ______________________ State ____  Zip ___________ 

Division: Boys      Girls    Ages: 10 – 12     13 – 15     16 – 18 
Open Division   (no age groups)  Shirt Size (all adult sizes):
 CAPTAIN Age _________ S     M     L     XL 

Player 2 Name ________________________ Age _________ S     M     L     XL 

Player 3 Name ________________________ Age _________ S     M     L     XL 

Player 4 Name ________________________ Age _________ S     M     L     XL 

Topeka 4th of July

Tuesday, July 4, 2023
At Topeka Town Park

Check-in/Registration: 7:15-7:45 am 
Games start at approximately 8 am.

T-Shirts for everybody!
All games will have refs!
Trophies will be awarded to 1st and 
2nd place teams in student divisions. 
Also, top two teams in 16 – 18 division 
may play in the open division FREE!

Entry Deadline June 16, 2023

Student Division $60
Open Division $75

Make checks payable to LaGwana.
Send completed form and entry fee to:
LaGwana, PO Box 70
Shipshewana, IN 46565
phone: 260·768·7878

Teams limited to 4 players. All games will have 
referees. (Their decisions are fi nal!) Trophies will be 
awarded for fi rst and second place teams in each 
division. Tournament is double elimination. Must be at 
least three entries in a given division for competition 
to take place. Each team to pay $60 student/$75 open 
division entry fee with registration.

Sponsored by:

(as of July 4)

(as of July 4)

(as of July 4)

(as of July 4)

For anyone over 18 who still wants to play.

OPEN DIVISION: Teams limited to 4 players, 
can be over 18 (but don’t HAVE to be).  Deadline is 12 
o’clock noon, games start at approx. 2.

Cash Prizes
STARTS AT APPROX. 2 PM
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3 – ON – 3 BASKETBALL TOURNEY

Team Name _________________________________________

Team Captain _______________________________________

Phone _____________________________ Ext _____________

Address ____________________________________________

City ______________________ State ____  Zip ___________ 

Division: Boys     Girls     Open         Ages: 10 – 12     13 – 15     16 – 18 
  Shirt Size (all adult sizes):
 CAPTAIN Age _________ S     M     L     XL 

Player 2 Name ________________________ Age _________ S     M     L     XL 

Player 3 Name ________________________ Age _________ S     M     L     XL 

Player 4 Name ________________________ Age _________ S     M     L     XL 

LaGrange 4-H Fairgrounds

Friday, July 14, 2023
Fee required to enter fairgrounds. Forms received by June 30, 2023 
will receive a voucher in the mail to get into the fairgrounds for free.

Games start at approximately 1:30 pm.

T-Shirts for everybody!
All games will have refs!
Trophies will be awarded to 1st and 
2nd place teams in student divisions. 
Also, top two teams in 16 – 18 division 
may play in the open division FREE!

Entry Deadline June 30, 2023

Student Division $60
Open Division $75

Make checks payable to LaGwana.
Send completed form and entry fee to:
LaGwana, PO Box 70
Shipshewana, IN 46565
phone: 260·768·7878

Teams limited to 4 players. All games will have referees. (Their 
decisions are fi nal!) Trophies will be awarded for fi rst and second place 
teams in each division. Tournament is double elimination. Must be at 
least 3 entries in a given division for competition to take place. Each 
team to pay $60 student/$75 open division entry fee with registration.

Sponsored by:

For anyone over 18 who still wants to play.

OPEN DIVISION: Teams limited to 4 players, can be over 18 
(but don’t HAVE to be). Referees will call the games (their decisions are fi nal). 
Tournament is double elimination. Cash awards of $200 (fi rst place team) 
and $100 (second place) will be awarded. Entries (in this division only) will 
still be accepted until  day of tournament. Must be at least six paid entries 
for competition to take place. Each team to pay $75 entry fee with pre-
registration (in our offi ce by June 30). All pre-registered teams will get T-shirts. 
After that, please bring your $75 to the tournament site during the younger 
teams’ tournaments (deadline is 2 o’clock, games start at approx. 4) Make 
checks payable to LaGwana.

Cash Prizes

(as of July 14)

(as of July 14)

(as of July 14)

(as of July 14)
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Left-Over Letters Spell Out A Message From Erika!
Enter remaining letters starting at the top and going left to right. Word Search

 (fi nd all the underlined words) by Erika Byler

Sponsored by Dale Fry • Licensed & Insured • Cell: 260-336-9364
www.dalesdependablehandyman.com
Searching for clues on how to do 

your remodeling projects? Call Dale. 
He’s the Right Man for the Job!

Solution on page 61.

  M U S H R O O M S N O W
 T O W P L A N T I N G F
 A I T T S I P X M O R O
 A N E N T M M H S E E U 
 D T F L E G O E S D D N
 V S T T B M N H A E A D
 A R T E R A I I N N H U
 N A H R N I T R Y N S S
 T E A E T T U E E A S A
 A Y N A U T I L G P P B
 G T K A M A Z O N E X L
 E E S S E R U T N E V E

Its spring again, which, if you’ve been reading along for a 
few years, you know what that means: planning (and planting) 
time for my garden! And if you’ve been paying close attention, 
you also know this has not panned out well for me in the past.

Th is year I plan to take full advantage of the shade I have 
found to plague my vegetable growing attempts in the past, 
and have turned to a new venture: Mushrooms! Specifi cally 
shiitake mushrooms.

I have a starter kit courtesy of Amazon, several fresh logs 
courtesy of the recent storms and my parent’s woods (And my 
dad, who cut them into a usable size. Th anks Dad!) and I’m 
ready for this new experiment! 

___ ___ ___      ___ ___      ___ ___ ___ ___      ___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___      ___ ___ ___      ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ !
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Six-year-old Seth Kuhns of 500 W, 
Shipshewana was our winner for the April 
Coloring Contest. He won an ice cream 
treat of choice at Vanilla Bean Creamery in 
Shipshewana.

Everyone else that sent in a page can stop 
by Vanilla Bean Creamery for a free small ice 
cream cone through May. 

Runners-up were Lanita Lambright, 
age 6; Angie Bontrager, age 5; Alayna Faith 
Bontrager, age 4; Melanie Yoder, age 3; Mark 
Daniel Mishler, age 2. Honorable Mentions: 
Loren Eugene Lambright, age 6; Renae Jo 
Petersheim, age 6; Leah Grace Petersheim, age 
6; Keri Yoder, age 5; Mariah Yoder, age 5; and 
Logan Lambright, age 4.

Be SURE to include all your information 
on the coloring page, even your age! We do not 
want you to miss out! Remember, the contest 
is only for children up to six years old. 

Coloring Contest 
WinnersWinners

What is 

EASY 
to get into 

but 

HARD 
to get out of

?
Solution on pg 61.
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•lndtana / Michigan Pesticide Applicator•

Commerical 
260-499-0132

FREE 
ESTIMATES! 

•Weed Control •Insect Control •Lawn Fertilization

•lndtana / Michigan Pesticide Applicator•

Commerical 
260-499-0132

FREE 
ESTIMATES! 

•Weed Control •Insect Control •Lawn Fertilization

•lndtana / Michigan Pesticide Applicator•

Commerical 
260-499-0132

FREE 
ESTIMATES! 

•Weed Control •Insect Control •Lawn Fertilization

We sell the Earth and Everything on it!
PO Box 393 • Topeka, IN 46571

www.groggmartin.com
Rod Lantz • 260-463-6652

rodlantz@aol.com

101 N. Main St. Topeka, IN

Mon-Fri 8a-6p 
Sat 8a-Noon

Call today for 
more information 

260-593-2252

Seasonal 
allergies 
getting 
to you?
Get expert 
advice from 
pharmacists 
who care.

SHIPSHE
NUTRITION

505 E North Village Drive
Shipshewana, IN 46565

shipshewanafi tness.com

260-768-4705

Exercise
Hydro Massage Bed

Sauna
Tanning

Herbalife Products
WelcomeWelcome  

Silver Sneakers!Silver Sneakers!
Renew Active.Renew Active.

Cardio & Strength         Training in 30 Minutes

RYAN MILLER • GLEN MILLER  • P: 260.768.7043   F: 260.768.7085   
24HR Field & Road Tire Service: 260.463.1404 • Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5

8200W US 20, Shipshewana, IN 46565

We Do Tires for:
Semis, Trucks, SUV’s

Farm Equipment, Much More

New & Used Tires
Major Brand Tires

Off Brand Tires | Flat Repairs
Custom Wheels | Trailer Wheels 

Brakes | Oil Changes | Suspension 
Ball Joints | Tranny Flushes

Alignments | Much More
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Left-Over Letters
Spell Out A Message

From Erika!
Enter remaining letters starting at 

the top and going left to right.

Solution to puzzle on page 57.

F O R   R E S U L T S !
S I X   M O N T H S

N O W   T O   W A I T

 M U S H R O O M S N O W
 T O W P L A N T I N G F
 A I T T S I P X M O R O
 A N E N T M M H S E E U
 D T F L E G O E S D D N
 V S T T B M N H A E A D
 A R T E R A I I N N H U
 N A H R N I T R Y N S S
 T E A E T T U E E A S A
 A Y N A U T I L G P P B
 G T K A M A Z O N E X L
 E E S S E R U T N E V E

A
N

SW
ER

:

T
R

O
U

B
LE

https://www.ezschool.com/Riddles/Riddle197Ans.html
Riddle on pg 58.
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Advertiser Page

Ace Hardware of Topeka ..................................8

Benefit 

   Crushed But Not Broken .............................47

Dave’s Lawnscaping .........................................6

Dutch Blessing Floral .....................................61

Edward Jones .................................................10

Farmview Landscape Ctr ...............................10

First State Bank ..............................................42

For Rent 

   Waldron Lake Cottage .................................42

Forks County Line ..........................................18

Frontline Auto Tech .......................................14

Fry’s Repair Shop .....................................20, 21

Garage Sale  

  Valley Hills Subdivision ................................47

Grogg-Martin Realtors 

   Lantz, Rod ....................................................60

Gutwein Chiropractic .....................................62

Hummel Group ..............................................47

Integrity Overhead Door ...............................20

LaGwana 

   Decals ...........................................................16

   Food Trucks .................................................19

   Graduation ...................................................64

   Middlebury Summer Fest 3-on-3 ...............50

   Printing Services ...................................48, 49

   Topeka Independence Day 3-on-3 ..............51

   LaGrange 4-H Fairgrounds 3-on-3 .............52

Lake City Bank ...............................................63

Midwest Eye Consultants ..............................14

Miller’s Electrical Service .................................6

Mindful and Well ..............................................6

Oak Grove Tax Service ...................................14

Picture Pawfect Puppies Transportation ......18

Advertiser & Sponsor Index
Advertiser Page Advertiser Page

Sponsor Page

Sponsor Page Sponsor Page

Many Thanks to Our Sponsors..
Sponsor Page

Brenda’s Ice Cream .........................................59

Dale’s Dependable Handyman Service ..........57

Douglas G Whitehead DDS ............................44

Emma Warehouse ..........................................31

Farmers Sate Bank .........................................34

Frontline Auto Tech .......................................34

Hummel Group ..............................................36

KZ RV ..............................................................35

LaGwana ........................................ 7, 12, 30, 57

Mayfest Advertisers...
Sponsor Page

Benefit - Marion Christian Fellowship ...... M14

Cariloha ...................................................... M13

Corn Crib Café ............................................ M15

E & S Sales .................................................. M04

First State Bank .......................................... M05

Five Lakes Coffee Co .................................. M15

JoJo’s Pretzels (King Corp) ....................... M12

Precision Turf Care, LLC ..........................18, 60

Renew Hope Counseling, Inc .........................18

Shipshe Pizza & Mini Golf ...............................6

Shipshewana Cooperative Preschool.............16

Shipshewana Fitness Center/Shipshe 

Nutrition (North Village) ..............................60

Shipshewana Trading Place ...........................46

Southwind Flooring, Inc ................................14

Springer Dental Care ......................................10

The Blue Gate ....................................................9

The Dutch Coffee Cup ....................................16

Topeka Pharmacy .....................................47, 60

Triple M Tire & Service ..................................60

Weather-Pro Insulation .................................21

Weaver Furniture Sales ..................................45

West End Soccer .......................................32, 63

Oak Grove Tax ................................................31

Southwind Flooring, Inc ................................37

The Connection ..............................................57

The Garage Community Center .....................32

Topeka Pharmacy .............................................9

Troyer’s Saddlery ............................................33

Van Buren Hotel .............................................33

Weaver Furniture ...........................................36

Westview School Corp. ....... 2, 3, 22, 24, 26, 28

King Corp.................................................... M12

Kitchen Cupboard (King Corp) .................. M12

LaGwana 

   Get Creative ............................................. M06

   Mayfest 3 Pt Shot Contest ...................... M10

   Mayfest Prep 3 ......................................... M16

Lotions and Potions ................................... M15

Mayfest Cornhole Tournament ................. M13

Sarah Davis, Ltd. (King Corp) .................... M12

The Dutch Coffee Cup ................................ M15

Village Boutique (King Corp)..................... M12

Yoder Crossroads ........................................ M15

Yoder Popcorn ............................................ M15

Yoder’s Meat & Cheese Co. ........................ M05

Gutwein Family
CHIROPRACTIC

120 S. Main St.
Topeka, IN

260-593-3133 
Tuesday 9-5 & � ursday: 9-5
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Ace Hardware of Topeka
Agronomic Solutions LLC

Animal Care Clinic of Topeka
ARI

Avail Portable Toilets
Beers Mallers, LLP
Billman Propane

BJ Burritos Restaurant
Blue Gate Restaurant
Case Family “Taxes”

CJ’s Garage 
Cole’s Auto Detailing LLC

Community Chiropractic of LaGrange
Edd’s Supplies Inc.
Farmer’s State Bank

First State Bank
Forks County Line Stores

Freedom Finish Works
Frurip-May Funeral Home

Hite Auto Body Inc. 
Homer’s Services

Horner Roo� ng & Siding
Hostetler-Young Insurance Agency
Howe-LaGrange Insurance Agency

Hummel Group
Jo Jo’s Pretzels

Kountry Wood Products
LaGrange County REMC

LaGrange Family Dentistry
LaGrange Standard 
LaGwana Printing

Lisa Booth MD
Martin Mowing Service

North American Moulding
Oak Grove Tax Service 

Pak A Sak

PalletOne
Sharp Medical 

Shipshewana Police
Shipshewana Trading Place 

Auction & Flea Market
Southwind Flooring

Stutzman Power Equipment
The Mustard Seed Marketplace

Ti� any’s
Topeka Graphics

Topeka New Holland
Topeka Pharmacy

Tower Ribbons
Wana RV

Westpark Auto
Will’s Heating and Air

Yoder Popcorn
Yoder Meat & Cheese Company
Yoder’s Shipshewana Hardware

Thanks to Our 2022 SponsorsThanks to Our 2022 Sponsors
Join us in supporting these businesses!

(888) 522-2265 
lakecitybank.com/cd

For more details 450%.
9-MONTH

APY*

LOCK IN 
YOUR CD RATE

COMPANION CD
$1,000 minimum deposit to open

Jump start    
 your savings.

Earn more with a 
great CD rate. 

*The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 4/18/2023 and may be changed at any time without prior notice. Must maintain an active Lake City Bank personal checking account for the term of the Companion CD. Interest may not be  
 paid by check or to a non-Lake City Bank account. Penalty for early withdrawal. Go to lakecitybank.com/fees for a list of Personal Administrative Charges that may apply. See Personal Account Terms and Conditions and Personal Certificates  
 of Deposit disclosure for more details or call our One Call Center at (888) 522-2265.

63The Hometown Treasure · May ’23



GRADUATION OPEN HOUSE 
INVITATION 

SPECIAL

Get 100 invitations for only $65.00
Get an extra 10% discount for submitting print-ready designs

Add envelopes for only $10.00

Invitation Specs: 5”x7” glossy, full color, 2-sided

Pulled 
Pork

Graduation

+ =

Today’s Math Lesson

PArty!!!

PO Box 70 ∙ Shipshewana, IN 46565
P 260-768-7878 ∙ LaGwana.com

64 The Hometown Treasure · May ’23


